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 “A significant body of research links the close 
reading of complex text- whether the 
student is a struggling reader or advanced- to 
significant gains in reading proficiency and 
finds close reading to be a key component of 
college and career readiness.”(Partnership for Assessment of 

Readiness for College and Careers, 2011, p7) 

 CCSS expects students to be able to: 
 read complex text 
 write to the text 
 examine meaning 

 

 

 



 
 A thoughtful, critical analysis of text that 

focuses on significant details or patterns to 
develop a deep, precise understanding of the 
text. 
 

Most reading grazes the surface of a text; 
Close Reading digs deeper to uncover the 
meaning of the text. 



 Short, complex text 
 Limited pre-reading activities-  
 Allows students to discover the meaning on their 

own 

Deliberately read and REREAD 
Discuss with others 
 Respond to text-dependent questions 
 Questions rooted in the text- no personal or text 

to self connections 



 Consider 
 Text Complexity 
 Text and sentence structure, vocabulary, knowledge 

demands of the reader 

 
 Readability Level 

 
 Reader and Task Measures 
 Prior knowledge, topic, interests, reading skills, etc. 

You know your students! 



 Text Dependent Questions-  
 cannot be answered with out using the text 
 encourage a deep consideration of the text 

 

 Requires students to be thoughtful readers 
 Teaches students to think as they read-  
 What is the author telling me here? 
 Are there any hard or important words? 
 What does the author want me to understand? 
 How does the author play with language to add 

meaning? 

 
 



There is no specific sequence to Close Reading. 
This is a guide to help you scaffold the lesson 
focusing on increasing complexity. 
 
 First Read: Key Ideas and Details 

 What the text says 
 

 Second Read: Craft and Structure 
 How the text works 
 

 Third Read: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 Evaluate the text/ Analyze/ Compare to other text/ 

Implications 
 

 (Hand Out- Text Dependent Question Samples) 



 Standards 1, 2, 3 emphasize identifying Key 
Ideas and Details 
 
 

 Standards 4, 5, 6 focus on Craft and 
Structure 
 
 

 Standards 7, 8, 9 highlight the Integration of 
Knowledge and Meaning – how text 
compares to other text 



 Please read alone Warning: Enemies Are Near 
 First Read: Key Ideas and Details 

 What is the author saying?  
 What animal species is this text about? Point to it in 

the article. Circle it. (CCSS 1)  
 Second Read: Craft and Structure 

 Put a squiggly line under the word scamper. With a 
partner, what is another word for scamper? What text 
supports your answer? (CCSS 4) 

 Third Read: Interpretation of Knowledge and 
Meaning 
 With a different partner, what information does the 

author give to support how the Vervet Monkeys stay 
safe from predators? (CCSS 8) 
 



 Readinga-z.com 
 Staff08050b-007 
 Reading 

 Readworks.org 
Web English Teacher 
 http://www.webenglishteacher.com/close-

reading-passages.html 

 Achievethecore.org 
 Pinterest 
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